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Class of 2003 6th Reunion survey

1. Gender:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Male 48.0% 246

Female 52.0% 267

  answered question 513

  skipped question 2

2. Marital Status

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Single 52.2% 268

Married, 1st time 35.7% 183

Divorced/Separated, not remarried 1.0% 5

Divorced and remarried 0.2% 1

Widow/Widower, not remarried   0.0% 0

Widow/Widower, remarried   0.0% 0

Living in long-term relationship 10.5% 54

Would prefer not to respond 0.4% 2

  answered question 513

  skipped question 2
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3. If married, did you meet your current spouse:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Before college 10.5% 22

While at Princeton 41.0% 86

After Princeton 48.6% 102

  answered question 210

  skipped question 305

4. You live in:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

City 74.9% 385

Suburbs 16.9% 87

Small Town 7.2% 37

Rural Area 1.0% 5

  answered question 514

  skipped question 1

5. Where is your principal residence?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Within the U.S. 93.8% 481

Outside the U.S. 6.2% 32

  answered question 513

  skipped question 2
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6. Your principal residence is:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Own House 13.4% 69

Own Coop/Condo 8.2% 42

Rent House 9.1% 47

Rent Apartment 63.6% 327

Other 5.6% 29

  answered question 514

  skipped question 1

7. How many other homes do you own?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

None 91.5% 465

1 7.7% 39

2+ 0.8% 4

  answered question 508

  skipped question 7
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8. How many times have you moved since leaving Princeton?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0 3.9% 20

1 9.8% 50

2-5 70.8% 361

More than 5 15.5% 79

  answered question 510

  skipped question 5

9. How many cars do you own?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0 34.5% 177

1 54.2% 278

2-5 11.3% 58

  answered question 513

  skipped question 2

10. Pets:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

 How many pets do you have? 100.0% 402

 What kinds? 38.8% 156

  answered question 402

  skipped question 113
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11. What was your major field of study at Princeton?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Humanities (History, Classics, 

Literature, Language, Philosophy, 

Religion, Arts)

29.8% 150

Social Sciences (Economics, 

Politics, Psychology, 

Anthropology, Sociology, WWS)

37.4% 188

Math or Science 14.3% 72

Engineering 18.3% 92

Other 0.2% 1

  answered question 503

  skipped question 12
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12. Did you get a graduate degree (check all that apply)?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

No 28.5% 139

JD 17.2% 84

MS 9.4% 46

MA 10.5% 51

MFA 1.6% 8

MArch 0.4% 2

MBA 11.7% 57

MD 8.4% 41

MDiv 0.4% 2

MEducation 2.1% 10

MPA 1.6% 8

MPH 1.0% 5

MSW 0.8% 4

PhD 8.4% 41

RN 0.2% 1

 Other (please specify) 9.7% 47

  answered question 487

  skipped question 28
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13. Describe your current or, if not working now, most recent professional career: 

Field/Sector

  Advertising /PR Arts

Banking/ 

Finance/ 

Insurance

Chemicals
Computers/ 

Technology products /services

Profession 0.8% (4) 2.0% (10) 14.7% (72) 0.6% (3) 4.3% (21)

Role

 
CEO, President, 

Chairman

Executive

(EVP,SVP,Dept 

head, CFO,COO)

Board 

Member/Trustee

Manager/ 

Supervisor

Profession 1.3% (6) 1.7% (8) 0.0% (0) 7.9% (38)

Organization

  Just me Less than 10 people

Profession 2.7% (12) 10.5% (46)

Time in profession

  less than 2 years 2 to less than 5 years

Profession 37.4% (167) 38.1% (170)
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14. Please describe your PRIMARY work experience in each of the relevant periods since you graduated from Princeton (Note: this is NOT as time 

consuming as it looks!)

 

Full Time 

Paid Work 

(40-59 

hours/week)

"Extreme 

Paid" Work 

(60+ 

hours/week)

Part Time 

Paid Work 

(20-39 

hours/week)

Part Time 

Paid Work 

(under 20 

hours/week)

Full 

Time 

Student

Career 

Break or 

Transition

1 year after graduation 49.2% (244) 14.7% (73) 5.8% (29) 1.6% (8)
24.8% 

(123)
4.4% (22)

2nd year 42.9% (213) 15.5% (77) 5.0% (25) 1.8% (9)
33.4% 

(166)
3.6% (18)

3rd year 36.2% (180) 16.9% (84) 4.4% (22) 2.0% (10)
42.1% 

(209)
1.6% (8)

4th year 37.1% (185) 16.3% (81) 3.0% (15) 2.4% (12)
42.4% 

(211)
2.4% (12)

5th year 37.2% (185) 19.1% (95) 2.8% (14) 2.0% (10)
40.4% 

(201)
2.2% (11)

6th year 44.0% (217) 21.3% (105) 3.7% (18) 1.0% (5)
30.2% 

(149)
3.4% (17)
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15. How many times have you changed PROFESSIONS or fields since graduation?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Never 45.9% 230

Once 38.5% 193

Twice 10.0% 50

Three times 4.0% 20

Four times 1.2% 6

Five or more times 0.4% 2

 Please share any specific tips for successful career transitions from your experience 49

  answered question 501

  skipped question 14

16. How many times have you changed JOBS since graduation?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Never 20.2% 101

Once 32.1% 161

Twice 21.0% 105

Three times 15.0% 75

Four times 6.6% 33

Five or more times 5.2% 26

  answered question 501

  skipped question 14
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17. How much is your current career related to

  A great deal A fair amount A little Not at all
Response

Count

Your major field of study at 

Princeton?
28.6% (143) 25.8% (129) 25.6% (128) 20.0% (100) 500

Your graduate degree(s)? 71.7% (269) 12.3% (46) 7.2% (27) 8.8% (33) 375

  answered question 501

  skipped question 14

18. Do you have children?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Yes 6.0% 30

No 93.6% 471

Prefer not to answer 0.4% 2

  answered question 503

  skipped question 12

19. How many children do you have?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

One 83.9% 26

Two 9.7% 3

Three or more 6.5% 2

  answered question 31

  skipped question 484
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20. At what age would you like to retire?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Already retired   0.0% 0

Between 50 and 54 11.3% 55

Between 55 and 59 9.3% 45

Between 60 and 64 17.1% 83

Age 65 or older 24.7% 120

Don’t plan to retire 9.7% 47

Don’t know 27.8% 135

  answered question 485

  skipped question 30

21. What is your current plan or expectation about your PRIMARY work experience over the next few years? 

 

Full Time 

Paid Work 

(40-59 

hours/week)

"Extreme 

Paid" Work 

(60+ 

hours/week)

Part Time 

Paid Work 

(20-39 

hours/week)

Part Time 

Paid Work 

(under 20 

hours/week)

Full 

Time 

Student

Career 

Break or 

Transition

Now 48.8% (230) 26.5% (125) 3.6% (17) 0.8% (4)
17.4% 

(82)
4.0% (19)

In 3 years 53.5% (253) 31.1% (147) 5.5% (26) 1.9% (9)
6.6% 

(31)
3.2% (15)

In 5 years 65.1% (306) 21.7% (102) 7.9% (37) 2.1% (10) 1.3% (6) 2.3% (11)

In 10 years 75.7% (355) 11.1% (52) 7.5% (35) 2.8% (13) 0.0% (0) 1.5% (7)
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22. If you have committed time to volunteer work, how has it related to your career over time?

  Very applicable
Somewhat 

applicable
Not applicable

Response

Count

It has enhanced my paid career 

(e.g. with skills and connections)
19.5% (77) 28.6% (113) 51.9% (205) 395

It has been my career/professional 

work for some periods
11.0% (43) 13.1% (51) 75.9% (296) 390

It has helped me transition into paid 

jobs
10.0% (39) 12.0% (47) 78.0% (305) 391

It has been separate and unrelated 

to my paid career
30.9% (123) 23.1% (92) 46.0% (183) 398

  answered question 405

  skipped question 110

23. How much impact in terms of having less time to spend working have the following commitments had on your 

career (if any)?

  No Impact Minor Impact Major Impact Not applicable
Response

Count

Personal health issues 71.8% (334) 12.5% (58) 3.9% (18) 11.8% (55) 465

Health issues in your extended 

family/aging parents
73.1% (339) 11.9% (55) 2.4% (11) 12.7% (59) 464

Important hobby or non-work goal 

or activity
54.4% (253) 28.2% (131) 9.7% (45) 7.7% (36) 465

Managing dual careers 63.4% (294) 9.3% (43) 6.0% (28) 21.3% (99) 464

 Other (please specify) 15

  answered question 466

  skipped question 49
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24. What do you wish you had done differently in your career (if anything)?

 
Wish had 

done more

Satisfied with 

choices

Wish had 

done less
Not Applicable

Response

Count

Work Intensity 7.0% (32) 79.5% (364) 11.1% (51) 2.4% (11) 458

Focus on Making Money 13.1% (59) 78.3% (354) 4.6% (21) 4.0% (18) 452

Focus on Managing My Money 31.6% (143) 62.9% (285) 0.9% (4) 4.6% (21) 453

Focus on Finding My Passion 34.9% (160) 62.4% (286) 0.0% (0) 2.6% (12) 458

Risk Taking 28.3% (128) 66.4% (301) 1.8% (8) 3.5% (16) 453

Volunteer/Unpaid Work Time 30.2% (137) 60.4% (274) 0.7% (3) 8.8% (40) 454

Adaptation of Career for Family 6.2% (28) 63.4% (288) 1.5% (7) 28.9% (131) 454

Pursuit of Education/Degrees 14.3% (65) 78.2% (355) 4.4% (20) 3.1% (14) 454

 Chosen THIS major or graduate degree instead of the one I did: 64

  answered question 462

  skipped question 53
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25. How would you describe your level of professional achievement?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

I have reached, or am on track to 

reach, the highest level of 

achievement and influence in my 

field

13.9% 65

I have achieved a lot and have 

quite a bit of influence in my field, 

at this stage

26.3% 123

I have had moderate 

achievement and influence in my 

field, at this stage

44.3% 207

Achievement in my field has not 

been my primary focus
15.4% 72

  answered question 467

  skipped question 48

26. What was your household's estimated total income in 2008? 

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Under $50,000 31.3% 147

$50,000 to less than $100,000 31.1% 146

$100,000 to less than $200,000 23.2% 109

$200,000 to less than $500,000 12.6% 59

$500,000 to less than $1,000,000 1.1% 5

Over $1,000,000 0.9% 4

  answered question 470

  skipped question 45
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27. If married, how much of your household income

  All of it
Most of 

it

About 

half of it

Some of 

it

None of 

it

Don't 

know or 

remember

Response

Count

Do you provide now?
7.9% 

(15)

27.5% 

(52)
37.6% 

(71)

20.1% 

(38)
4.2% (8) 2.6% (5) 189

Did you provide at the start of your 

current relationship?

12.7% 

(24)

20.1% 

(38)
39.2% 

(74)

18.5% 

(35)

6.9% 

(13)
2.6% (5) 189

  answered question 190

  skipped question 325

28. What words of wisdom would you give new graduates about managing their career paths?

 
Response

Count

  110

  answered question 110

  skipped question 405
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29. How satisfied are you with the various aspects of your life?

 
Very 

Satisfied

Somewhat 

Satisfied
Satisfied

Somewhat 

Dissatisfied

Very 

Dissatisfied

Rating

Average

Response

Count

Family/Personal Life
54.1% 

(248)

25.1% 

(115)

9.8% 

(45)
9.8% (45) 1.1% (5) 1.79

Career
38.5% 

(176)

35.0% 

(160)

14.9% 

(68)
9.6% (44) 2.0% (9) 2.02

Income
24.3% 

(111)
32.2% 

(147)

21.4% 

(98)
18.8% (86) 3.3% (15) 2.45

Balance between personal and 

professional lives

28.3% 

(129)
29.6% 

(135)

25.2% 

(115)
14.9% (68) 2.0% (9) 2.33

Value of your work to society
40.9% 

(187)

25.2% 

(115)

17.7% 

(81)
13.8% (63) 2.4% (11) 2.12

Intellectual challenge of your work
51.2% 

(232)

22.5% 

(102)

14.3% 

(65)
9.5% (43) 2.4% (11) 1.89

  answered question

  skipped question

30. How many weeks of vacation did you take in 2008?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

None 2.6% 12

0-1 week 7.6% 35

2 weeks 27.6% 128

3 weeks 28.1% 130

4 weeks 12.3% 57

More than 4 weeks 21.8% 101

  answered question 463

  skipped question 52
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31. Where did you vacation? (Check all that apply)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Locally (within 100 miles of home) 50.0% 225

Seashore/lake 41.6% 187

Mountains 34.7% 156

Within the U.S. 75.1% 338

Outside the U.S. 61.6% 277

  answered question 450

  skipped question 65
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32. What are your favorite leisure-time activities? (Rank 1-5 in order of preference, with 1 as highest)

  1 2 3 4 5
Rating

Average

Response

Count

Participatory sports
36.9% 

(128)

17.6% 

(61)

14.7% 

(51)

14.7% 

(51)

16.1% 

(56)
2.56 347

Spectator sports
15.1% 

(46)

17.8% 

(54)

24.3% 

(74)

18.1% 

(55)
24.7% 

(75)
3.19 304

Reading
29.8% 

(108)
31.1% 

(113)

21.5% 

(78)

10.5% 

(38)
7.2% (26) 2.34 363

Activities with family
45.1% 

(161)

27.2% 

(97)

16.0% 

(57)
6.4% (23) 5.3% (19) 2.00 357

Movies
20.4% 

(67)
26.5% 

(87)

25.9% 

(85)

18.3% 

(60)
8.8% (29) 2.69 328

Hobbies
18.7% 

(57)
30.5% 

(93)

26.6% 

(81)

17.7% 

(54)
6.6% (20) 2.63 305

Volunteering/Charitable Work 4.0% (11)
19.0% 

(52)

28.9% 

(79)
29.7% 

(81)

18.3% 

(50)
3.39 273

Watching TV
15.3% 

(50)

21.1% 

(69)
22.3% 

(73)

19.9% 

(65)

21.4% 

(70)
3.11 327

Community Affairs 2.0% (5) 6.7% (17)
20.8% 

(53)
35.3% 

(90)

35.3% 

(90)
3.95 255

Travel
39.9% 

(143)

23.2% 

(83)

19.3% 

(69)
8.9% (32) 8.7% (31) 2.23 358

Politics 9.1% (25)
15.7% 

(43)

22.6% 

(62)

24.8% 

(68)
27.7% 

(76)
3.46 274

Music
20.1% 

(62)

23.4% 

(72)
28.6% 

(88)

16.2% 

(50)

11.7% 

(36)
2.76 308

Work around the house 4.7% (13)
16.1% 

(45)
28.0% 

(78)

25.1% 

(70)

26.2% 

(73)
3.52 279

Socializing
37.9% 

(146)

31.2% 

(120)

16.9% 

(65)
9.1% (35) 4.9% (19) 2.12 385

Gardening 5.2% (14) 8.2% (22)
12.3% 

(33)

19.3% 

(52)
55.0% 

(148)
4.11 269

Other
16.5% 

(21)

11.0% 

(14)

20.5% 

(26)
6.3% (8)

45.7% 

(58)
3.54 127
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  answered question 448

  skipped question 67

33. How many hours per week do you have for leisure-time activities?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0-1 hour 0.7% 3

>1-3 hours 5.3% 24

>3-6 hours 15.6% 71

>6-10 hours 29.9% 136

>10-15 hours 24.8% 113

>15 hours 23.7% 108

  answered question 455

  skipped question 60

34. How many hours per week do you exercise?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0-1 hour 10.3% 47

>1-3 hours 31.7% 145

>3-6 hours 37.6% 172

>6-10 hours 16.2% 74

>10-15 hours 3.5% 16

>15 hours 0.9% 4

  answered question 458

  skipped question 57
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35. Do you exercise more or less than you did:

  More now Less now The same
Response

Count

At Princeton 31.4% (144) 48.8% (224) 19.8% (91) 459

  answered question 459

  skipped question 56

36. In what sports/exercise do you participate regularly? (Rank 1 to 5 in order of preference, with 1 the highest)

  1 2 3 4 5
Rating

Average

Response

Count

Swimming 9.6% (24) 6.8% (17)
11.6% 

(29)

18.0% 

(45)
54.0% 

(135)
4.00 250

Walking
38.1% 

(123)

23.2% 

(75)

15.5% 

(50)
7.4% (24)

15.8% 

(51)
2.40 323

Jogging/Running
48.5% 

(176)

25.1% 

(91)
9.1% (33) 5.5% (20)

11.8% 

(43)
2.07 363

Biking
16.2% 

(44)

15.8% 

(43)

16.2% 

(44)

12.5% 

(34)
39.3% 

(107)
3.43 272

Tennis 7.8% (19)
11.9% 

(29)

15.2% 

(37)

16.8% 

(41)
48.4% 

(118)
3.86 244

Golf 8.9% (21) 8.9% (21)
11.0% 

(26)

11.9% 

(28)
59.3% 

(140)
4.04 236

Skiing/Snowboarding 7.8% (19)
11.1% 

(27)

17.3% 

(42)

16.5% 

(40)
47.3% 

(115)
3.84 243

Basketball 7.4% (17) 7.8% (18) 8.7% (20)
12.6% 

(29)
63.6% 

(147)
4.17 231

Soccer 8.1% (18) 3.6% (8) 5.4% (12)
10.3% 

(23)
72.6% 

(162)
4.36 223

Aerobics 9.8% (23)
10.2% 

(24)
7.2% (17)

10.2% 

(24)
62.6% 

(147)
4.06 235

Nautilus/Fitness
22.0% 

(61)

17.0% 

(47)

13.0% 

(36)

10.8% 

(30)
37.2% 

(103)
3.24 277

Sailing/Boating 4.8% (10) 3.8% (8) 5.7% (12)
10.0% 

(21)
75.7% 

4.48 210
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(159)

Squash/Racquetball 3.1% (7) 5.8% (13) 4.9% (11)
10.2% 

(23)
76.0% 

(171)
4.50 225

Other
29.6% 

(63)

17.8% 

(38)
9.4% (20) 2.8% (6)

40.4% 

(86)
3.07 213

  answered question 424

  skipped question 91

37. How many books have you read for pleasure in the past year?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

None 2.9% 13

1 - 5 books 45.0% 205

6 - 10 books 26.3% 120

11 - 15 books 10.5% 48

16 - 20 books 4.2% 19

More than 20 books 11.2% 51

  answered question 456

  skipped question 59
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38. How many times have you watched a movie in the past year (at home OR at a theatre)?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

None 0.9% 4

1-10 times 29.7% 135

10-20 times 33.4% 152

20-50 times 27.7% 126

> 50 times 8.4% 38

  answered question 455

  skipped question 60

39. On the average, how many hours of TV do you watch each week?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

I don't watch TV 9.0% 41

0-1 hour 9.6% 44

>1-2 hours 15.5% 71

3-5 hours 31.7% 145

6-10 hours 23.6% 108

>10 hours 10.7% 49

  answered question 458

  skipped question 57
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40. How many (if any) do you own:

  0 1 2 3 4 >4
Response

Count

Laptop/computer 0.9% (4)
63.0% 

(288)

28.9% 

(132)

4.2% 

(19)

2.2% 

(10)
1.1% (5) 457

Cellphone
5.8% 

(26)
83.8% 

(373)

9.0% 

(40)
1.3% (6) 0.0% (0) 0.2% (1) 445

Blackberry
59.3% 

(256)

38.2% 

(165)

2.5% 

(11)
0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 432

Ipod
17.3% 

(77)
58.9% 

(262)

18.0% 

(80)

4.7% 

(21)
0.7% (3) 0.4% (2) 445

Boat
98.3% 

(407)
1.2% (5) 0.0% (0) 0.5% (2) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 414

Airplane
99.8% 

(414)
0.2% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 415

Library card
34.3% 

(149)
50.1% 

(218)

12.0% 

(52)

3.2% 

(14)
0.2% (1) 0.5% (2) 435

Handgun
96.4% 

(401)

2.4% 

(10)
0.5% (2) 0.2% (1) 0.0% (0) 0.5% (2) 416

  answered question 457

  skipped question 58

41. On average, how many hours do you sleep each night:

  0-<2 hours 2-<5 hours 5-<8 hours
8-<10 

hours

10 or more 

hours

Response

Count

Today 0.0% (0) 1.2% (5) 79.3% (337) 19.5% (83) 0.0% (0) 425

While at Princeton 0.0% (0) 7.6% (32) 63.0% (266) 27.7% (117) 1.7% (7) 422

  answered question 453

  skipped question 62
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42. Do you weigh:

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

The same as you did at Princeton 26.0% 119

1 - 10 pounds more than at 

Princeton
28.4% 130

11 - 20 pounds more than at 

Princeton
10.0% 46

More than 20 pounds more 3.5% 16

1 - 10 pounds less than at 

Princeton
21.4% 98

11 - 20 pounds less than at 

Princeton
7.9% 36

More than 20 pounds less 2.2% 10

I would prefer not to respond 0.7% 3

  answered question 458

  skipped question 57

43. Smoking

  Yes No
Response

Count

Do you smoke cigarettes now? 3.7% (17) 96.3% (440) 457

Did you smoke while at Princeton? 13.4% (61) 86.6% (394) 455

  answered question 457

  skipped question 58
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44. Do you drink alcohol?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

No 6.5% 30

Seldom 18.3% 84

Social drinker 64.1% 294

Frequent drinker 11.1% 51

  answered question 459

  skipped question 56

45. Do you drink alcohol more or less now than when at Princeton?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

More 15.5% 70

Less 58.0% 262

About the Same 26.5% 120

  answered question 452

  skipped question 63

46. How much beer/wine per week did you consume while at Princeton?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

0-12 ounces 27.4% 121

13-72 ounces 29.3% 129

73-144 ounces 18.1% 80

Lost count . . . it's all a fog 25.2% 111

  answered question 441

  skipped question 74
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47. What year did you have your first kiss at Princeton?

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Never 6.9% 31

Freshman year 75.1% 337

Sophomore year 11.1% 50

Junior year 4.7% 21

Senior year 2.2% 10

  answered question 449

  skipped question 66

48. Political leanings:

 
Very 

liberal

Moderately 

liberal

Middle 

of the 

road

Moderately 

conservative

Very 

conservative

Response

Count

What are your political leanings 

today?

21.7% 

(98)
40.3% 

(182)

17.0% 

(77)
17.3% (78) 3.8% (17) 452

What were your political leanings 

while at Princeton?

23.9% 

(108)
31.6% 

(143)

21.2% 

(96)
19.9% (90) 3.3% (15) 452

  answered question 452

  skipped question 63
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49. Where do you see yourself in 5-10 years? (Choose as many as apply)

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Retired 1.3% 6

Financially secure/independent 55.5% 247

Senior partner/CEO/company 

president
12.8% 57

Still climbing the corporate ladder 32.4% 144

Working in a completely different 

field
16.9% 75

Working from home (if not doing so 

now)
12.8% 57

Spending more time with family 42.7% 190

Still happily married 36.6% 163

Happily remarried 3.1% 14

Still not married/remarried 3.6% 16

Married (if single now) 48.5% 216

Still saving/paying for childrens’ 

education
33.7% 150

Working harder to pay for kids’ 

education
18.0% 80

  answered question 445

  skipped question 70


